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f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. BARROW) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. BARROW of Georgia led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING MONSIGNOR ROBERT 
KURWICKI 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
LUETKEMEYER) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 

today it is my privilege to introduce 
Monsignor Robert A. Kurwicki as an 
esteemed guest to deliver the opening 
prayer of the United States House of 
Representatives. 

Monsignor Kurwicki is the Reverend 
Monsignor of the Cathedral of Saint 
Joseph in Jefferson City, Missouri. The 
monsignor has served the great State 
of Missouri as the chaplain of the Mis-
souri House of Representatives since 
2011, a position in which he is respon-
sible for leading the members of the 
State house in prayer and helping to 
improve the strong tradition of faith in 
our capitol in Missouri. 

In addition to his important role in 
the Missouri House of Representatives, 
he is also a member of the Priests Sen-
ate and Vice-Chancellor of the Diocese 
of Jefferson City. Monsignor Kurwicki 
is and has been a tremendous spiritual 
influence, not only to myself and my 
family, but also the Third District, as 
well as the entire State of Missouri. 

It is an honor to welcome him here to 
Congress and thank him for his invalu-
able service to our community and our 
country. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
OLSON). The Chair will entertain up to 
15 requests for 1-minute speeches on 
each side of the aisle. 

f 

THE HOUSE REPUBLICAN BUDGET 

(Mr. ROGERS of Alabama asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, this week, the House will vote on 
the House Republican budget resolu-
tion. This will be the third straight 
year that the House will pass a budget. 
The budget is not just a plan for this 
coming fiscal year, but it’s also a plan 
to balance our budget in this Nation in 
10 years. 

The national debt is now $16.7 tril-
lion. That works out to about a $147,000 
of debt per taxpayer. Our Nation can-
not continue to spend and borrow at 
this rate. The House Republican budget 
tackles our spending problems head-on, 
while protecting our military from in-
discriminate cuts. 

It also outlines a plan to reform our 
burdensome Tax Code. By getting 
spending under control and reforming 
our Tax Code, this budget would help 
create jobs, and that’s exactly what 
our economy needs right now. 

Congress has a responsibility to fu-
ture generations to get the budget bal-
anced, and I strongly encourage my 
colleagues to support this effort. 

f 

FALSE CHOICES 
(Mr. BARROW of Georgia asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BARROW of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in opposition to the 
budget proposals on both sides of the 
aisle that are before the House this 
week. 

Folks in Washington are good at giv-
ing the American people false choices. 
Today, we’re forced to choose between 
budgets that cut Medicare benefits and 
budgets that unnecessarily raise taxes. 

Folks in my district in Georgia have 
had enough of these false choices. We 
need to cut spending on things we don’t 
need and can’t afford, balance the 
budget, and lower taxes on all families; 
but there are no proposals to do that. 

Each time we come to the House 
floor to deal with a budget, both sides 
are focused on messaging, not solu-
tions. The people in my district deserve 
better. It’s time for Congress to de-
velop a responsible budget that cuts 
the deficit, protects Medicare and So-
cial Security, and lowers taxes by fully 
reforming our outdated Tax Code. 

f 

PATH TO PROSPERITY 
(Mr. COBLE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, this week, 
the House will consider the Path to 
Prosperity budget, reaffirming, once 
again, that the House Republicans are 
the only ones in Washington offering 
serious solutions to government’s 
spending-driven debt crisis. 

Americans at home must prepare a 
balanced budget for themselves and 
their families. Our plan would bring 
the same common sense to Washington 
once the budget is balanced over the 
next decade. 

Our budget is not balanced by raising 
taxes on hardworking Americans, but 
by responsibly reducing spending on 
government waste and reforming man-
datory spending to ensure that pro-
grams on which Americans rely remain 
strong for decades to come. 

Our budget saves taxpayers $4.6 tril-
lion over the next decade. The Senate 

Democrat budget, however, calls for 
$1.5 trillion in new taxes and $7.3 tril-
lion in new debt. 

America, Mr. Speaker, deserves bet-
ter. That’s why the House Republicans 
have proposed the Path to Prosperity 
to get our economy back on track and 
create more jobs and opportunities for 
more Americans. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE IS REAL 

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, the ocean 
levels are rising. The ice cap is melt-
ing. Severe storms, more intense and 
more frequent. Climate change is real, 
not that you’d know it in this body. 
We’re still having a debate about the 
reality. This is a fact-free zone in Con-
gress when it comes to climate change. 
But we can still make progress, even if 
we debate the science. 

We should do things that allow all of 
us to use less energy. Energy efficiency 
is good, regardless of what fuel source 
you use. It creates jobs for the folks 
who are out of work in the home con-
struction industry, doing retrofits for 
commercial and residential buildings. 
It saves families money, and it saves 
businesses money. 

There’s an enormous amount of advo-
cacy on both sides of the aisle to do 
this practical, commonsense step. It 
will have an incidental benefit, as well, 
of reducing carbon emissions. 

So even as we have an unresolved de-
bate about the science of climate 
change, let’s take practical steps that 
are good for jobs, good for the econ-
omy, and good for saving taxpayers 
money. 

f 

THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
START OF THE WAR IN IRAQ 

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, today is 
the 10th anniversary for the war in Iraq 
that began with the United States-led 
invasion on March 20, 2003. 

In 2005, I resigned from public office 
in the State of Colorado to return to 
Active Duty in the United States Ma-
rine Corps for assignment in Iraq. I did 
this, not because I believed that the in-
vasion of Iraq was the right decision 
for our country, but because I strongly 
believed that, once the decision had 
been made to go into Iraq, that we had 
a responsibility to bring this war to a 
just conclusion. 

I can’t say enough about the young 
men and women of our military whom 
I met in Iraq when I served there and 
observed their courage, their deter-
mination to succeed under very chal-
lenging conditions, and their extraor-
dinary sacrifices. 

However, now that I’m a member of 
the House Armed Services Committee, 
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